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Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition 
 
Description of Course:  Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition includes intensive study 
of representative works from various genres and periods, concentrating on works of recognized literary 
merit.  As this course features college-level work, literature studied in this course may feature mature 
subject matter.  The works taught in this course require careful deliberation through reading, and the 
approach to analyzing and interpreting the material involves students learning how to make careful 
observations of textual detail, establish connections among their observations, and draw from those 
connections a series of inferences leading to an interpretive conclusion about a piece of writing’s 
meaning and value.  
 
Writing is also an integral part of the AP English Literature and Composition course and exam.  Writing 
assignment focus on the critical analysis of literature and include expository, analytical, and 
argumentative essays.  The goal of writing assignments is to increase students’ ability to explain clearly, 
cohesively, and even elegantly, what they understand about literary works. 
 
Part I:  Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Students in AP Literature and Comp. are required to complete a summer assignment to prepare for the 

course.  Students will need to choose one of the following selections to read during the summer and will 

need to have the physical book.   The books will need to be annotated inside and brought to class on the 

first day of school.  Remember you need the physical book with evidence of annotation in the novel. If 

you use one of my books, you need to put your annotations on sticky notes. Your annotated book will 

count as a grade. Online books will not be acceptable!  

 

• Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 

• The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

• The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan 

• Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

• The Awakening by Kate Chopin 

• The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 

• Brave New World - Aldous Huxley (1932) 
 

 
Each work should be evaluated used the following guidelines.  All work for the summer assignment 
MUST be typed using standard MLA format – 1” margins, double spaced, 12 point, Times New Roman 
font, parenthetical citations (page numbers are sufficient for this assignment), and a Works Cited page 
giving all bibliographical information. 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer Assignment Guidelines: 
 
Your selection should be evaluated in six areas.  There is no need to write a complete essay.  Type each 
question and answer specifically and concisely, following the guidelines given. 
 
Setting: (Type all questions at the top of the section and answer in one well-developed paragraph) 
 

• What is the setting of the selection? 

• Is the setting critical to the work?  If so, what makes the setting so important?  If not, what 
makes the work more universal than its setting? 
 

Characters: (Type all questions at the top of the section and answer in one well-developed paragraph) 
 

• Who is the protagonist? 

• Who is the antagonist? 

• What other characters are particularly important to the selection? 
Plot: 
 
Choose the ten (10) events most important to an understanding of the selection. 

 

• For each event, choose an appropriate quotation from the selection that illustrates that event.  
Type the quotation citing it in MLA format.  Underneath the quotation, describe the event and 
its importance to the work as a whole.  Be sure to justify your choice of quotation.  (Use 
approximately 4-5 sentences for each entry.  Remember – be concise) 

 
Symbolism/Motifs: 
 

• Choose the two symbols and /or motifs that are most significant to the work. 

• List the symbol or motif.  Underneath, give a quotation that supports your assertion, citing it in 
MLA format.  Give an explanation of 3-5 sentences for each. 

 
Word Choice/ Tone: 
 
What conclusions can you draw about the author’s word choice and sentence structure? What is the 
overall tone of the work?  How do these things contribute to the message of the work? 
Make a vocabulary list of important words from the novel and define them with your own 
understanding of the meaning of the words. 
 
Imagery 
 

• What are the important images from the novel?  What images are significant in the novel?  Point 
out the images and then underneath, give a quotation that supports your assertion, citing it in 
MLA format.  Give an explanation of 3-5 sentences for each. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
NOTE: All summer assignment work is due on the first day of school.   Late papers will be docked 10 
points for one day, one half points for two days, and will not be accepted after the third day. 
 
Please note:  Students who not do the summer reading will have failed to show “earnest expression of 
desire” to be in the AP class, (which does not) bode well for success in the AP course. 
 
 
Ideas for annotating Literature 
“Every Text is a lazy machine asking the reader to do some of its work.” 
Novelist Umberto Eco 

• Use a pen so you can make circles, brackets, and notes.  If you like highlighters, you may use 

one, but don’t highlight every passage (only for key passages). 

• Look for patterns and label them (motifs, diction, syntax, symbols, images, and behavior). 

• Mark passages that seem to jump out at you because they suggest an important idea or theme. 

• Mark phrases, sentences, or passages that puzzle, intrigue, please, or displease you.  Ask 

questions, make comments, or talk back to the text. 

• Circle words you want to learn or words that jump out at you for some reason. If you don’t want 

to stop reading, guess then look the word up and jot down the relevant meaning later. You don’t 

always have to write the full dictionary definition; it is often helpful to put the definition in your 

own words. 

 


